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The closer your child’s reading age is to their actual age, the better prepared they are for their GCSE examinations. These examinations include texts, extracts and sources with an average reading age of 15 years.
Whilst your child will develop their reading skills in many lessons, reading at home is needed for exam success. This is particularly important if your child’s reading age is below their chronological/actual age.
Reading progress is monitored weekly in English Accelerated Reader lessons.
Typically, good readers: 
· Read without prompting.
· Empathise with events/characters.
· Make links to their own experiences.

· Re-read parts for clarity.
· Identify and interpret patterns/ideas.

· Predict what will happen next.

· Pass judgements – likes and dislikes.

Excellent Encouragement is:
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Being a role model - let your child see you as a reader. 
2. Reading with your child once a week.
3. Encouraging your child to read at least 3 times a week for 20 minutes (each time).
4. Signing your child’s planner (page 42-3) to encourage positive and effective reading habits.  
5. Making time to talk to your child about their reading - see prompts in this leaflet.
6. Looking out for featured books/ ones that have won awards. Check out: http://www.lovereading.co.uk/ 
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       Further ideas to consider:
7. Selecting subtitles when watching television. 
8. Developing reading skills with a variety of materials: leaflets, magazines, packaging, encyclopaedias, brochures, broadsheet newspapers, etc.
9. Subscribing to a magazine.                         

10.   Using CDROMs,     
Internet, Apps, audio         versions. 
11. Creating a comfortable   

             reading area.
12.  
Visiting a local library      

             (especially in the holidays   

            for interesting events). 
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Prompts for reading discussions
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Before reading:

· Why have you chosen this text?
· What kind of text is it?
· What do you already know about  the text?
· Does it have anything in common with any other texts you have read?
· What do you expect from this text?
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During reading:

· What words are unfamiliar? 

· What images does the text create in your mind?

· What is the author suggesting about this topic/events/characters?
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How does the organisation of the text help you? 

· What do you think might happen next?
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After reading:

· What did you like/dislike about   the text? How did it make you feel?

· Did anything surprise you about  the text?

· Do you need/want to re-read any part of the text?

· What have you learnt from what you’ve read?
· Who would you recommend this  text to?
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Supporting your child to be a confident reader
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 Mental Imagery


 Re-Reading


 Get the gist


 Vocabulary


 Say something





Useful websites:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.lovereading.co.uk/" �http://www.lovereading.co.uk/� for recommendations/reviews.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/" �http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/�for all kinds of literacy support.





� HYPERLINK "http://literacyatmagnus.weebly.com/" �http://literacyatmagnus.weebly.com/� Our own site of support materials.














� HYPERLINK "https://ukhosted22.renlearn.co.uk/2251077/homeconnect/" �https://ukhosted22.renlearn.co.uk/2251077/homeconnect/� to see Accelerated Reader information
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